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CérémoniededévoilementduLabel
CELF A en présence de Madame
Sabine Sciortino, La directrice de
PInstitut francais du Liban.

Nous sommes fiers de vous annoncer que le Lycée Houssam
Eddine Hariri a obtenu le label CELF A en présence de
Madame Sciortino la Directrice de I'Institut francais du
Liban!

Cette reconnaissance récompense notre engagement
envers 'excellence éducative et notre détermination a offrir
une expérience d'apprentissage du frangais de haute qualité
non seulement a nos éléves francophones mais aussi a nos
apprenants anglophones. Félicitations a toute I'équipe !
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LeLycée Houssam Eddine Hariri est ravid'accueillir Madame
Isabelle Picault, la conseillére adjointe de coopération et
d'action culturelle de l'enseignement frangais au Liban,
et Madame Bérérice Velez, la directrice de I'TF au Sud.
(AEFE - Agence pour l'enseignement frangais a I'étranger
Ambassade de France au Liban)
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C'est un plaisir de recevoir Madame Picault dans notre
établissement et pouvoir partager avec elle notre vision et
les actions pédagogiques de nos #écoleélégués
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Fier demeséléves quiontrelevé
le défi du concours Alkindi !

Entre logique, codage et cryptographie, ils ont plongé avec brio dans I'univers des énigmes et des

secrets chiffrés.

Bravo a eux pour leur persévérance et leur esprit déquipe !
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2F4dslCEbvbXg%3Fsi%3D35ekL2M-VrSdrYwC%26fbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAYnJpZBExQnM1NWV4VmRNZG5LeU1EVQEeKbEvlyFZpIb6xl4S4JD8uc1aVt-wJbclJejF_LcJZj1Mw79WWMkNmaLnOkQ_aem_4_ezkhUrh9_Td3cM8MGIRg&h=AT2z-bLSR54pPtWvbITFhCdvuKM5tdP2-ymsfRIeYrZcFT1_d8xeiRS9JLkZZjcCdLbqmuuWL3ZQoX0IcBNaqCLuXBPP-dCrNovbcJPlPtCpH8ZCIK1PV5x9MyByij_pdQCHj9oodGsVqqZK&__tn__=%2CmH-R&c[0]=AT3ETZAn3a0TINDRlkGLgQK2oD40P_K25ck9aD4nqgxoK0cRjs8KtmeuBttGaXUBlShk0cKRPT2t5EVtQRd5WtXzS8B1lrFZ951cvu0cQmKzycudUMKa3TwU5MEtD2e4owaLYw-rSLXE7IE2BdZkx6hk9iPRJOmfsxkYGxGve0uQnJ5jW5JmoBYOMaZ3zCbmOQiBqXesuj3RZwh1pvVn_f79mtDm
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Coming back to HHHS filled my heart with pride and gratitude.
Being part of the career fair as an alumna reminded me of how
far I've come and how important these roots are to my journey.
It was a wave of emotions, nostalgia, joy, and deep appreciation

for the place that helped shape who I am today. Thank you for the

amazing experience! I truly hope to be back soon, with even more |

knowledge and stories to share, to keep inspiring HHHS students

.more
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A Toccasion du forum des métiers organisé dans mon école, jai eu

'opportunité de tenir le stand dédié aux mathématiques. Ce fut une
expérience a la fois enrichissante et stimulante.

Tout au long de lévénement, jai présenté l'importance des

mathématiques dans de nombreux domaines professionnels, tels

que l'ingénierie, [économie ou encore I'informatique. J’ai également
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répondu aux questions des éléves curieux et partagé avec eux ma
passion pour cette discipline souvent sous-estimée.
Par conséquent, cette activité m’a permis de développer plusieurs
compétences, notamment en communication, en vulgarisation
scientifique et en organisation. J’ai appris a adapter mon discours
en fonction de mon interlocuteur et & gérer un stand de maniére
.autonome
Pour conclure, jai particulierement apprécié lesprit de collaboration
qui régnait pendant événement, ainsi que 'implication de tous les
participants. Cette expérience a renforcé ma conviction que les
mathématiques ouvrent la voie a de nombreuses carriéres et qu’il
.est essentiel de les valoriser
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Une experie
immersive e

Nos éléves de Grade 11 ont brillamment rele
de la restauration a travers une tache de pe
originale, mélant mise en scene, communication
et expression artistique. Ce projet, ou plur
apprentissages et créativité se sont harmo
conjugués, leur a permis de mettre en va
compétences linguistiques et culturelles tout e
P'univers riche et savoureux de la gastronomie.
Un beau moment de collaboration et de découverte
pleinement la richesse et la vitalité de lenseigneme
Enseignante : Fatima Khawli

Coordinatrice : Malak Hariri
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Les enseignantes de I'école Houssam Eddine Hariri suivent la

formation CELF-A a PInstitut Francais de Saida

Dans le  cadre du @@ b BT i, , o --‘-,,,—_ développement
professionnel continu de | =i '”_ N ses  enseignants, un
groupe de professeures de § | o s @ lécole Houssam Eddine
Hariri a récemment suivi la formation CELF A
(Certificat d’Enseignement . ' . * en Langue Frangaise -

Niveau A), proposée par 5, @ -9 IInstitut Frangais de
Saida. Cette formation, \3 _1"._- congue pour renforcer les
compétences pédagogiques ] A £ en didactique du
FLE  (Fran¢ais Langue = : & Etrangére), marque une
étape  importante  dans ] lenrichissement des
pratiques  denseignement = - du frangais au sein de
létablissement, notamment " pour les sections
anglophones.

Durant plusieurs semaines, les  enseignantes ont
exploré des  approches ' innovantes de
lenseignement du frangais, centrées sur la

communication, la différenciation pédagogique et lexploitation de ressources authentiques. Encadrées par une formatrice
expérimentée, elles ont bénéficié d'un accompagnement rassurant et structurant, leur permettant de progresser
sereinement. Elles ont ainsi pu approfondir leur connaissance des niveaux du Cadre Européen Commun de Référence
pour les Langues (CECRL) et sexercer a la conception de séquences pédagogiques adaptées au public scolaire libanais.
La formation CELF A a permis aux participantes de réfléchir sur leurs pratiques, de partager leurs expériences et de se
doter doutils concrets pour améliorer l'apprentissage du frangais chez leurs éleves. Elle a également contribué a donner
du sens a leurs actions pédagogiques, notamment dans la réalisation de la tache finale.

Cette initiative illustre lengagement constant de [école Houssam Eddine Hariri en faveur d'une éducation de qualité.
A travers cette collaboration fructueuse avec I'Institut Francais, les enseignantes renforcent non seulement leurs
compétences, mais participent également a la dynamisation de lenseignement du FLE dans la région.

Hikmat Zaazaa

A la découverte de la restauration s ————

Dans le cadre des cours de Francais Langue Etrangére (FLE), les
éleves de Grade 11 ont mené un projet créatif autour du theme de
la restauration. Ils ont imaginé et interprété une scene théatrale,
chacun incarnant un rdle précis (clients ou serveur), tout en
concevant un menu personnalisé pour un restaurant fictif.

Cette activité leur a permis de perfectionner leurs compétences
linguistiques a travers des situations concretes. Ils ont ainsi enrichi
leur vocabulaire culinaire, gagné en aisance a loral et appris a
réagir de maniére spontanée. Laspect culturel lié¢ aux métiers de
la restauration a également été exploré, leur offrant une meilleure
compréhension des traditions gastronomiques frangaises.

Pour clore ce projet, la classe a transformé son espace en un
véritable restaurant éphémeére, out chaque groupe a présenté sa
mise en scéne devant un public. Les dialogues naturels, souvent
empreints d’ humour, ont su captiver l'auditoire et renforcer la
confiance en soi des éleves.

Fatima Khawli, professeure de francais.

HHHS - High School ﬁ

Creative Writing Competition:
Inspiration, Creativity,and Design

At Houssam Eddie Hariri High School, it has become our habit not
to miss—but to always embrace—every opportunity for our students
to engage, compete, and excel. We ensure that whenever an academic
or creative challenge arises, we are present, ready to contribute, and
confident that we leave an impact.

On May 30, 16 of our talented high school students took part in the
Writing & Illustration Competition, originally set to be hosted live at
Smart College in Tyre. The original plan was to attend the competition %
in person; however, safety and security considerations led us to change
plans, and at the same time ensure that our students could still fully
participate. Instead of heading to Tyre, we transformed our Writing
Center into an active competition space, where our students could go
through the experience via live streaming. What mattered most wasn’t
the change in location but the commitment, excitement, and beautiful
talent that each participant poured into his and her work.

Prior to the competition, students carefully selected their tools and
materials, anticipation took over—expectations were high, excitement
filled the air, and questions arose as they prepared for the next day.
Friday! The day! As the competition began, participants were presented
with three prompts, and after thoughtful discussion and careful
planning with their partners, they chose the prompts that best suited
their talents. Then time flew by, and two hours passed like a vision

in a dream: Inspiration and the muse filled the room, driving their
imaginations and guiding their hands like magic. Words flowed, and
illustrations took shape.

Time was up! The students could hardly bear to leave their work
behind, but it had to be evaluated—they had to leave it for the judges.
As they waited for the results, many stood outside the Writing Center
door - anticipation filling the air. Yet, in their absence, their art spoke
for them. The results arrived! Three pairs of students claimed the
prizes, but in truth, all 16 artists were winners.

This competition wasn't about winning. It was about experiences that
show courage, build characters, and reveal talents.

Congratulations to all our participants and winners. We couldn't

be prouder of them—not just for their beautiful work, but for the
character, dedication, and creativity they brought to this experience.
Finally, as educators, we understand that in the long run, it's not grades
or report cards that truly matter—it’s the legacy we build by shaping
bright minds and leaving a lasting impact.

At Houssam Eddie Hariri High School, this is who we are—we engage,

IR0 gL

we compete, and we excel. In this
memorable experience, our students
were present, made their mark, and
confidently left a lasting impact.
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ESS Talk Reflections: When IB Students
Become the Voice of the Planet

Last Tuesday, something truly special took place in the HHHS
Secondary meeting room. No curtain to rise, no music to cue—just
the power of voices, minds, and a shared concern for the planet
that moved us all. IB1 students from the Environmental Systems
and Societies (ESS) course spoke from the heart during our first
ESS Talk, and the energy in the room was unlike anything we had
experienced.

Students tackled serious global issues: water scarcity, ecological
footprints, pollution, resource management, and green political
theory. They brought these topics to life with real-world examples,
personal insights, and bold questions that challenged us to think
critically.

One of the presenters, Adam Tolba, described his surprising shift
from fear to enjoyment:

"The ESS Talk was something I initially dreaded. I'm not one to
enjoy public speaking, but when it was my turn, my nervousness
disappeared. I actually enjoyed researching my topic and seeing
how ESS concepts relate to the real world. It was fun to present in a
professional yet light-hearted way. Watching my classmates present
made it even more enjoyable. Overall, a great experience."

For others, like Lara Assi, the day was a long-awaited milestone:
"The ESS Talk was an experience I had been eagerly anticipating,
and I'm so glad it met—and even exceeded—my expectations. As
the day approached, my excitement only grew. I was deeply engaged
in both preparing and listening. The speeches made me think more
seriously about the environmental challenges we face. I left the
room feeling more curious, responsible, and aware. It was truly a
once-in-a-lifetime experience."

Each student brought something unique to the table, yet they were
united by one message: understanding our environment is no longer
optional—it’s essential. As they spoke about polluted rivers, melting
glaciers, food insecurity, and overconsumption, they weren’t merely
completing an assignment. They were challenging all of us to reflect
on our choices.

Perhaps the greatest takeaway was the power of student voices when
given space to explore real issues and present them in their own
way. In that room, science met storytelling. Theory became practice.
And a group of students transformed into advocates—not just for
grades, but for the future.

If this event taught us anything, it’s that learning doesn’t stop at
the classroom walls. It thrives in conversations like these, where
knowledge turns into action. And judging by what we heard that
day, the future is in thoughtful hands.

Let’s keep the conversation going.

HHHS - High School ﬂ
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The Science Fair 2025

This year’s Science Fair was nothing short of inspiring! Our
students showcased an impressive blend of enthusiasm, hard
work, and scientific curiosity, transforming weeks of research and
experimentation into thoughtful, well-executed projects.

From biology and chemistry to physics and technology, the fair was
a vibrant display of innovative thinking and academic dedication.
Students tackled real-world problems with creativity and precision,

producing models, experiments, and presentations that truly reflect |

their passion for discovery.
What stood out most was the remarkable level of engagement. Each
student not only demonstrated deep knowledge of their subject
but also communicated it with confidence and clarity. Their final
presentations were professional, interactive, and visually compelling,
turning the fair into a space where science came alive for the school
community.

We are incredibly proud of our young scientists. Their final products
were more than just school projects, they were the result of critical
thinking, teamwork, and a genuine love for learning.

Well done to all participants! You've reminded us that science is not
just about answers, but about asking the right questions. We can't
wait to see what you'll explore next!

HHHS - High School n
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A Feast of Compassion:
IBDP1 Students Host a
Special Ramadan Gathering

As part of their CAS programme, a group of IBDP1 students organized
a meaningful service experience during the holy month of Ramadan by
preparing and hosting an Iftar gathering for children with special needs
from a local center (Al Moaasat).

The students took charge of every detail: from cooking traditional Ramadan
dishes to decorating the venue with lanterns. They thoughtfully presented
the food on well-organized tables, ensuring a welcoming environment for
their guests.

Prior the meal, the students engaged the children in fun, inclusive activities
such as face painting, storytelling, and singing religious “Anasheed”. Post
the meal, children where engaged in lighting paper lanterns and releasing
them in the sky. This interactive evening fostered a warm, joyful atmosphere
where every child felt seen and valued.

Through this experience, students demonstrated several CAS learning
outcomes:
« Initiative and planning by organizing the entire event collaboratively

« Commitment and perseverance in managing cooking, decorating, and

activity coordination

» Working collaboratively with others by dividing tasks and supporting
one another

« Engaging with issues of global significance by promoting inclusion and
compassion during Ramadan

« Recognizing the benefits of service and its impact on both the community

and their own personal growth

This CAS experience not only highlighted the spirit of Ramadan but also
nurtured empathy, teamwork, and social responsibility among the students,
which are values at the heart of the IB learner profile.

Samar Yaman

IBDP Chemistry Teacher - CAS Supervisor - Chemistry Coordinator

clusion : une étoile

b I 0. of
Quand les yeux du ceeur éc - la sociologie : une
le¢on d’inclusion :
Imaginez un instant : une salle de classe, des ados

plongés dans les arcanes des acteurs sociaux (oui, ¢a
sonne un peu pompeux dit comme ¢a, mais attendez la
suite !). Lambiance ? Un joyeux bazar intellectuel ou les
définitions valsent avec les statistiques. Et au milieu de ce
joyeux chaos, une étincelle : I'inclusion, vécue, ressentie,
partagée. Accrochez-vous, car cette histoire, cest du vécu,
du vrai, et ¢a secoue les idées regues sur la sociologie (et
sur bien d'autres choses, au passage).

Le défi : décortiquer le monde social en mode
commando

Notre mission, si nous 'acceptions (et les éléves n'avaient
pas vraiment le choix, soyons honnétes !), était de
déminer le terrain des acteurs sociaux. Au programme
: un tableau a remplir, des mots-clés en pagaille, des
définitions alambiquées, des exemples a foison, et des
illustrations parfois... disons, inattendues. Tout ¢a
en équipe, en mode brainstorming de survie. Trois ou
quatre groupes, chacun avec sa propre mission. Mais
dans 'un deux, une éléve un peu particuliére allait faire
basculer lexercice : une jeune fille qui découvre le monde
autrement — par les sons et par le toucher — et qui, sans
le savoir, allait transformer cette activité en une véritable
lecon de vie grandeur nature.

Quand la différence devient une superpuissance

Ce moment partagé dans ce petit groupe restera, sans
aucun doute, un des plus marquants.

Au lieu détre déstabilisés, les autres éleves ont,
spontanément, fait preuve d'une grande empathie. Les
descriptions sont devenues des poémes murmurés
a loreille, les consignes se sont transformées en
chorégraphies verbales, et les échanges d’idées ont été
guidés avec une patience admirable.

La singularité de cette éleéve n’a pas été un frein : elle
est devenue un véritable moteur pour le groupe. Ses
questions, ses remarques, sa fagon unique de percevoir
le monde ont enrichi la réflexion de tous.

Ckétait comme si ses autres sens, plus développés, nous
avaient permis douvrir des portes vers des dimensions
que nous naurions jamais explorées autrement.

<R,
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la galaxie

La sociologie en mode feel good : I'inclusion, ce nest
pas juste un mot a la mode

En tant que sociologue et professeur, jai été profondément
ému de voir ces jeunes sadapter et innover avec une
telle maturité sociale. Cela nous rappelle que I'inclusion
nest pas une simple formalité administrative, mais le
fondement de notre société. La diversité nest pas un
probléme, mais une richesse incroyable.

Ces lycéens de seconde ont compris, vécu et intégré cette
idée : tendre la main, expliquer simplement et considérer
la singularité de chacun nest pas de la charité. Cest une
forme d’intelligence sociale pure et dure. Cest d’ailleurs
I'une des bases de la sociologie : comprendre comment
nous vivons et nous construisons ensemble.

Lécole, laboratoire de I'’humanité (avec quelques
surprises)

Cette petite expérience en classe ma aussi servi de
rappel. Parfois, on se perd dans les théories et les
concepts abstraits. Mais la sociologie, cest avant tout
létude de la vie et des interactions humaines dans toute
leur complexité et leur beauté.

Cette beauté se révele souvent de maniere inattendue :
dans un regard différent, une main tendue, ou un éclat
de rire partagé malgré les différences.

Alors, chers pédagogues, n’hésitons pas a bousculer nos
méthodes et a ouvrir nos classes a toutes les singularités.
Ceest la que lon trouve les plus belles lecons de sociologie
et d’humanité.

Khodor Terro

Professeur de sciences économiques et sociales - systéme frangais -
enseignement secondaire.
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From Desk to Dirt:
Into the Soil, Into
Sustainable Agriculture

This spring, IB1 students stepped out of their usual
classroom and into a living, breathing lesson in nature.
Their destination? Nohye al Ard—a community garden
in the heart of Saida where land is cultivated in harmony
with the environment.

Welcomed by Mrs. Rima Jbeili and the Nohye al Ard
team, students were introduced to a different kind of
farming—one that values biodiversity, protects soil
life, and prioritizes the health of both people and the
planet. Rows of diverse plants grow side by side, allowing
different species to support each other and build a resilient
ecosystem without the need for harmful chemicals.

“The health of the soil is the health of the people.” - Nohye
al Ard team

A key part of this system is the soil itself. Students learned
how compost forms rich layers that nourish the earth
naturally. Earthworms and other tiny creatures thrive in
this living soil, acting as silent proof of its quality. Their
presence is a positive sign: healthy soil means healthy
food.

“Getting our hands in the soil made me think about
where our food comes from,” said one IB1 student. “I
never realized how important it is to protect the soil
and the seeds”

The team also spoke about the importance of seed
preservation. They work continuously to select and
develop seeds that yield stronger, more nutritious crops.
These local, naturally adapted seeds are part of a larger
effort to grow food that is clean, sustainable, and better
for human health—free from synthetic fertilizers and
pesticides.

History played a role in the day’s learning as well.
Students heard stories about Saida’s orchards, which were
once irrigated through an ingenious, gravity-based water
system. This traditional method harnessed the land’s
natural slope to move water efficiently, without relying on
tuel or electricity. Unfortunately, the system was destroyed
during times of war and is no longer in use. Still, learning
about it offered a powerful reminder: sustainability doesn’t
always come from new technology; sometimes, it lives in
the wisdom of the past. Preserving such knowledge can

e T M
help shape better solutions for the future.

To bring their learning full circle, students ended the visit
by planting seedlings of their own, an experience that
grounded the day in something real and lasting. With
their hands in the soil, they became part of the same
natural cycle they had just explored.

to practice at Nohye al Ard.”

The visit to Nohye al Ard was more than justan educational
trip. It was an opportunity to reflect on the kind of future
we want to grow—one rooted in respect for the Earth,
mindful of health, and built on both old wisdom and new
care. Gardens like this aren’t just places where fruits and
vegetables grow; they are living classrooms where hope is
planted, one seed at a time.

“This visit reminded our students that sustainability is
not just a chapter in a textbook—it’s something alive,”
said Ms. Dania, the IBDP ESS teacher. “Seeing the
students plant something they could come back to—
that was a moment of real connection.”

Dania Saad (IBDP ESS teacher)
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https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FoHxfj2hlanA%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAYnJpZBExa0lrODBaY3NKdlV3aGpzdQEe-GnISPauxqiIPQ3At9rc40sFMoqv9t_CxdrfcVQiv9_bl1oi8kXthHXkPxY_aem_neYM7MvKk6Q7mdKRkc17mg&h=AT1et-0omjl1Drv8ysDoXFJco_H5WDfzwVc-rPBdXMzOiXUthyDezeSRKdfS5zojN2BgBqu-Yj50DBpYBmrUnmAHiJQJallocvH8aIZpbikNR7_qcygzcot4BmmUUKAbkVwovBSxo-iDgPTU&__tn__=%2CmH-R&c[0]=AT1uGQPxh5I-ZAxbjcQfbeceb4wRnDBGW1XRpnDCCgiI3xxLPKDFAD3zJjKdQ011Z5-Ufh3bPWkqRZM1HAuVeGuXIujMeXmHVAKn8qhaghNiOTZ4VZ06_3il84Kvz3oq50ko53U98lJI3BqNekexWfpIL_aMXEq_C0nYieETVzH4J8Pf-AF2R3J2bsc2J_Fb1SG0Z241TTFVuT7Yt4AHlYHLI4TI
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FoHxfj2hlanA%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTEAYnJpZBExa0lrODBaY3NKdlV3aGpzdQEe-GnISPauxqiIPQ3At9rc40sFMoqv9t_CxdrfcVQiv9_bl1oi8kXthHXkPxY_aem_neYM7MvKk6Q7mdKRkc17mg&h=AT1et-0omjl1Drv8ysDoXFJco_H5WDfzwVc-rPBdXMzOiXUthyDezeSRKdfS5zojN2BgBqu-Yj50DBpYBmrUnmAHiJQJallocvH8aIZpbikNR7_qcygzcot4BmmUUKAbkVwovBSxo-iDgPTU&__tn__=%2CmH-R&c[0]=AT1uGQPxh5I-ZAxbjcQfbeceb4wRnDBGW1XRpnDCCgiI3xxLPKDFAD3zJjKdQ011Z5-Ufh3bPWkqRZM1HAuVeGuXIujMeXmHVAKn8qhaghNiOTZ4VZ06_3il84Kvz3oq50ko53U98lJI3BqNekexWfpIL_aMXEq_C0nYieETVzH4J8Pf-AF2R3J2bsc2J_Fb1SG0Z241TTFVuT7Yt4AHlYHLI4TI
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N’hésitez pas a parler francais !

Partant de la fameuse question posée par la majorité des éleves de la section anglophone — « Pourquoi apprendre le
frangais ? » — un projet intitulé « Ce nest pas quen France quon parle frangais » a été mis en place. Son objectif : motiver
les éleves a maitriser cette langue en leur donnant le gott et le plaisir de I'apprendre.

En leur fournissant les outils nécessaires, en les guidant et en les incitant a réfléchir par eux-mémes, les éléves sont
devenus les véritables acteurs de leur apprentissage.

Dans un premier temps, ils ont mené des recherches, sélectionné des informations pertinentes et mis en commun les
résultats de leurs travaux. Ensuite, ils ont réalisé une vidéo mettant en valeur I'importance de 'apprentissage du frangais
et présentant les pays ou le frangais est langue officielle. Ce travail leur a permis de prendre conscience que parler
francais peut ouvrir de nombreuses portes, tant sur le plan personnel que professionnel.

Enfin, pour cloturer le projet, les éleves ont préparé des jeux de rdle illustrant, a travers des scénes de la vie quotidienne,
un message clair et fort :

« Le frangais est partout ! »

Ce projet a également été loccasion pour moi de repenser ma maniere denseigner. De la question essentielle du «
pourquoi » a la nécessité de donner du sens a chaque activité, jai pris conscience de 'importance de notre role. En tant
quenseignants, nous sommes des catalyseurs : notre mission est de guider nos éleves, de les encourager a penser par
eux-mémes, a explorer, a construire leur savoir, et a aborder chaque tache avec confiance et sérénité.

HHHS - Middle School ﬂ

o g s P g et o s e B g gl o i

Ly Houssam Eddine Hariri

Hikmat Zaazaa


https://youtu.be/npq_U1Tf46I
https://youtu.be/npq_U1Tf46I
https://youtu.be/npq_U1Tf46I
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BriouditolContributeltolIBIDayll

2025

Noor Taweel - Elementary Director

On May 31, 2025, I had the honor of contributing to
the first-ever IB Day Lebanon, held at Rafic Hariri High
School in Saida—a day that brought together hundreds
of educators and leaders under the powerful theme
“Mindful Learning for Tomorrow.”
Standing among passionate IB educators from across
the country, I felt both proud and deeply connected to
a shared vision of transformative education in Lebanon.
The experience of presenting my session was more than
just a professional opportunity—it was a moment of
hope, renewal, and reflection.
My session focused on “Deep Reflection: Cultivating
Metacognition for mindful Learners”, a topic close
to my heart and rooted in years of classroom and
leadership experience. This interactive session explored
the powerful role of reflection in deepening learning,
promoting student agency, and nurturing self-
awareness—key elements in preparing mindful learners
for tomorrow’s world. Grounded in IB philosophy and
practices, the session highlighted how reflection is more
than a step in the learning process; it is a mindset and
habit that empowers learners to understand themselves,
their actions, and their growth.
Participants were engaged in practical strategies,
reflectivetools,and classroom examples thatdemonstrate
how reflection can be embedded meaningfully across
age groups and subject areas. Together, we unpacked
the difference between surface-level reflection and
deep, purposeful reflection that fosters metacognition,
emotional intelligence, and responsible action.
By focusing on reflection as an intentional and ongoing
process, this session invited educators to cultivate
classroom environments where learners are present,
self-directed, and future-ready. This aligns with the
core of “Mindful Learning for Tomorrow”—equipping
students not just with knowledge, but with the capacity
to pause, think, grow, and lead with purpose.
Facilitating this workshop reminded me of the

importance of giving voice to our practice—of sharing
what works, what challenges us, and what helps us grow
as educators. What made it especially meaningful was
the level of engagement, curiosity, and dialogue among
participants. We weren't just exchanging strategies; we
were building community.

In a year still healing from war and disruption, and after
many months of online learning, this gathering felt like
a powerful affirmation: that education in Lebanon is
alive, evolving, and courageous. That educators are not
only resilient, but visionary.

Being part of this historic event—a collaboration
between the Hariri Foundation, the Ministry of
Education, and the IB community—was a moment of
deep pride. It reminded me that even a single session can
spark reflection, inspire new practices, and re-energize
our commitment to learners.

IB Day Lebanon was more than a conference. It was a
declaration that mindful, meaningful education has a
home here. And I'm proud to have been a part of that
story.
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Lécrit en cours de langue : une compétence clé

Lune des compétences fondamentales a maitriser en cours de
francais est lécrit qui est au cceur des apprentissages. En effet,
au college, et plus particulierement au cycle 4, les éleves doivent
mobiliser cette compétence comme un moyen dapprendre,
de réfléchir et de créer. Pourtant, nombreux sont ceux qui
entretiennent un rapport distant, voire conflictuel, avec
lécriture scolaire.

En tant quenseignants de langue, comment pouvons-nous
enseigner la maitrise de lexpression écrite de maniere a lui
redonner du sens, et a faire de cet exercice un moment de
plaisir, dexpression personnelle et de réflexion, plutdt qu'une
corveée ?

Pour y parvenir, il semble essentiel de repenser nos pratiques et
de les adapter aux besoins et aux préférences de nos éléves. En
nous inspirant, par exemple, des réseaux sociaux qui font partie
intégrante de leur quotidien, nous pouvons leur proposer de
créer la page Instagram d’un auteur étudié en classe, ou encore
d’imaginer et de raconter un voyage, réel ou fictif. Il est aussi
possible de les inviter a se glisser dans la peau d’un journaliste
et de rédiger des articles en lien avec la séquence en cours.

Par ailleurs, écrit étant omniprésent dans lenseignement du
frangais, il est judicieux de multiplier les activités décriture a
travers des routines régulieres, afin den faciliter I'appropriation
progressive. Il est également important de prévoir des temps
décriture guidée, en groupe, pour encourager lentraide et
favoriser les apprentissages.

Enfin, la maitrise de lécrit repose aussi sur la lecture,
lenrichissement du lexique et la connaissance de la langue, qui
constituent autant de piliers essentiels a une expression écrite
efficace.

Samira Akoum, enseignante de lettres
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The journey of the IB PYP Exhibition is a significant
milestone in a Primary Years Programme student’s
learning. This moment allows learners to take the
lead, explore real-world issues, and showcase their
understanding and growth. Importantly, this journey
is not taken alone—our learning community supports
them every step of the way.

On May 13, 2025, we dedicated time for parents to “tune
in” to this process. During a dynamic and engaging
orientation session, parents participated in an interactive
workshop led by the Elementary Department Head, Mrs.
Noor Taweel, and the PYP Coordinator, Sasha Ghosn.
The session aimed to provide insight into the purpose,
structure, and significance of the PYP Exhibition while
preparing parents to play a meaningful role as mentors
in their child’s learning.

Together, participants unpacked the philosophy behind
the PYP Exhibition, explored its essential elements,
and engaged in collaborative discussions on how to
best support students through this inquiry-driven
experience. From understanding student agency to
recognizing the importance of guided mentorship,
parents left with a clearer picture of how they can
champion their child’s growth.

The path to action begins with curiosity, and now our
students and their families are ready to inquire, reflect,
and grow. At Houssam Eddine Hariri High School,
we believe that when schools and families collaborate,
learning becomes deeper, richer, and more impactful.

Sasha Ghosn—IB PYP Coordinator

HHHS - Elementary School n
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On May 31, 2025, the city of Saida became a hub of
innovation, collaboration, and reflection as more than
600 educators from across Lebanon gathered for IB
Day Lebanon 2025. Themed “Mindful Learning for
Tomorrow; the conference was a celebration of the
International Baccalaureate’s philosophy and a powerful
reminder of the values we share as part of this global
community.

This year, we were proud not only to attend but to actively
contribute to the event’s success. Over 90 facilitators led
sessions exploring various aspects of mindful learning,
and among them were several passionate educators
from our own school.

I had the opportunity to serve as a facilitator, leading
a session titled “Promoting Student Agency through
Self-Assessment” My workshop focused on how
empowering students to evaluate their own learning
encourages independence, reflection, and ownership—
key qualities for lifelong learning.

Other members of our school also led impactful sessions.
Mrs. Dina Jradi presented “Leading with Purpose:
Building Empowered Teams for a Thriving Tomorrow;’
inviting participants to reflect on their leadership
intelligences, collaborate on real-world strategies, and
explore what it takes to build highly effective teams and
thriving school cultures. Mrs. Noor Taweel explored
the powerful role of reflection in deepening learning,
promoting student agency, and nurturing self-awareness
in her session titled “Deep Reflection: Cultivating
Metacognition for Mindful Learners.”

Alongside us, many of our leaders and teachers attended
the event, eager to broaden their understanding,
exchange ideas, and bring fresh perspectives back
to our classrooms. Their involvement reflects our
school’s strong commitment to professional growth and
innovation in education.

At our school, we take pride in being part of the
IB community. We believe that by attending and
contributing to events like IB Day Lebanon, we not only
deepen our own practice but also add our “grain of salt”
to the collective effort of shaping education for a better
tomorrow.

Sasha Ghosn—IB PYP Coordinator
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Sasha Ghosn—IB PYP Coordinator

PYP Exhibition: A Celebration
of Expression and Creativity

Under the inspiring theme of “How We Express
Ourselves,” our Grade 5 learners at Houssam Eddine
Hariri High School showcased their culminating PYP
Exhibition—a vibrant and meaningful exploration of
self-expression, communication, and global awareness.
Throughout the journey, students discovered and
experimented with various art forms as powerful tools to
explore and highlight pressing issues facing the world we
live in today. From visual arts and drama to digital media
and music, each student embraced creativity as a way to
communicate their personal inquiries and perspectives.
A key part of their learning involved developing strong
communication skills. Students conducted insightful
interviews and engaged in discussions with numerous
guest speakers who brought real-world knowledge and
experience into the classroom. These interactions not
only deepened their understanding but also helped them
develop empathy, critical thinking, and confidence in
sharing their voices.

The exhibition itself was a celebration of learning and
creativity. Our young changemakers presented their
findings through dynamic performances, interactive
displays, and original plays that engaged and inspired the
entire school community.

A special acknowledgment goes to the parents who played
a vital role throughout the exhibition process. Their
support in facilitating guest visits, providing thoughtful
feedback, and encouraging their children significantly
enriched the overall learning experience.

The entire school community, including teachers, staftf,
students, and families, also contributed meaningfully to
the success of the event. Their collective collaboration,
encouragement, and enthusiasm helped ensure a
memorable and impactful exhibition, marking a
significant milestone in the educational journey of our
Grade 5 learners.

The Grade 5 PYP Exhibition was more than just a
presentation—it was a celebration of voice, creativity, and
the power of learning through expression.
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https://youtu.be/sySFzcKXlDA
https://youtu.be/ouSUANDalnY
https://youtu.be/ouSUANDalnY
https://youtu.be/5JlSF-okZF0
https://youtu.be/_GAyQl5kvGY
https://youtu.be/wGAAc8f1hIE
https://youtu.be/sySFzcKXlDA
https://youtu.be/ouSUANDalnY
https://youtu.be/_GAyQl5kvGY
https://youtu.be/wGAAc8f1hIE
https://youtu.be/5JlSF-okZF0
https://youtu.be/npq_U1Tf46I
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Raising a Curious Learner

Curiosity is a child’s natural superpower. It motivates
them to explore, ask questions, and discover the world
around them. Nurturing this sense of wonder at an early
age fosters a love for learning that can last a lifetime.
Nature is the ultimate classroom for a curious mind.
The outdoors offers endless opportunities for hands-on
learning and discovery. Go on nature walks to collect
leaves, rocks, or flowers and discuss their shapes, textures,
and colors. Encourage children to ask questions about
plants, animals, and the environment. Planting and
maintaining a garden can teach children about biology,
responsibility, and the cycles of nature. They will enjoy
watching their plants grow while learning about different
species. If insects capture their interest, take a backyard
“bug hunt” to observe different bugs, count their legs,
and explore their habitats. Remember to ask open-ended
questions like, “What do you think it eats?” or “Where do
you think it lives?” to inspire critical thinking.

Books are windows to new worlds and ideas. Choose
books that encourage exploration, questions, and wonder.
Books that cover different subjects, including science,
history, and fantasy are great resources for nurturing
curiosity. Reading together not only strengthens your
bond but also introduces new concepts and worlds. After
reading, ask questions like, “What do you think will
happen next?” or “What did you learn from the story?” to
encourage deeper thinking and engagement.

Simple science experiments help children explore cause-
and-effect relationships and fuel their curiosity. Using
everyday household items makes these experiments both
accessible and educational while enriching children’s
vocabulary. For example, you can create a baking soda
and vinegar volcano, mix colors using water and food
coloring, or explore how salt makes ice melt faster by
observing the changes.

Toys that encourage imagination and problem solving are
powerful tools for early exploration. Open-ended toys
allow children to experiment, invent, and explore freely
without set rules. Items like building blocks, art supplies,
magnifying glasses, buckets, and simple tools are excellent
for fostering inquiry and curiosity in young learners.
Kids learn best by doing. Create opportunities for hands-
on exploration and experimentation. You may set up
sensory bins filled with rice, water, or sand for digging,
pouring, and touching. Use simple tools like measuring
cups, funnels, and scoops to explore concepts like volume
and weight. Drawing, painting, and sculpting help
develop fine motor skills and allow children to express
their creativity and explore new ideas as well. While
cooking, measuring ingredients, mixing, and following
recipes can teach them about math, science, and following

instructions.

Expose your child to new experiences and environments
to broaden their understanding of the world. Visits to
libraries, museums, farms, science centers, or zoos provide
rich opportunities for learning. Give your child time and
space to engage in imaginative play, such as dressing up,
storytelling, or pretend play with props. Focus on the
process, not the product.

A curious child often asks many questions. Instead of
giving quick answers, turn their curiosity into a learning
adventure. For example, if your child asks, “Why is the
sky blue?” respond with enthusiasm: “Great question!
Let’s look it up together or do an experiment to find out.”
Use books, videos, or hands-on activities to explore the
answer. This approach teaches them that learning is an
exciting, ongoing process.

Raisinga curiouslearner involves creating an environment
where your child feels safe to ask questions, explore freely,
and engage with the world around them. By fostering
their natural curiosity, you help them build critical
thinking skills, creativity, and a lifelong love for learning.
Remember: every question and discovery is a step toward
raising a confident and curious explorer.

Mrs. Tharwat Baassiri
Preschool Director
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Play Based Learning
In Early Years

Implementing play-based learning in the early years
is essential because it aligns with how young children
naturally learn through exploration, imagination, and
interaction. Play supports the development of language,
social, emotional, and physical skills. It allows children to
express themselves, solve problems, make decisions, and
build relationships in meaningful contexts.

In our “Community Helpers” unit, students transformed
into doctors, nurses, and firefighters. One group “treated” a
sick puppet, engaging in discussions about symptoms and
care. Through this role-play, children practiced vocabulary,
built empathy, and solved problems together—all under
the umbrella of imaginative play.

In play-based learning, teachers are facilitators. We
observe, ask open-ended questions, and guide children
to deeper thinking. This approach allows us to tailor
learning experiences that connect to children’s interests
and developmental stages.

Parents often ask how they can support learning at home.
The answer is simple: play with your child. Board games,
pretend play, storytelling, and outdoor adventures all
support essential skills while building stronger bonds.

We see the happiness in our learners' faces every day.
Their laughter fills the classroom as they explore, imagine,
and create. We hear them using new vocabulary, asking
thoughtful questions, and making meaningful connections.
This is what a real preschool class looks and sounds like—
alive with curiosity, joy, and growth. Through play, our
children aren't just learning—they're thriving.

Riham Kaisi - Farah Jardali
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The Role of Play and Drama in the Early Years

At Houssam Eddine Hariri High School, the IB Primary
Years Program (PYP) fosters a dynamic and inquiry-
driven learning environment where learners actively
construct knowledge through exploration, creativity,
and meaningful experiences. Within our KG1 class,
play and drama serve as transformative approaches that
enhance conceptual understanding, refine Approaches to
Learning, and promote the embodiment of the IB learner
profile attributes.

During Unit 4, How we Express Ourselves, dramatic
play was strategically implemented to deepen learners’
comprehension of emotional intelligence and self-
expression. The interactive performance of Moody and
Roody facilitated an authentic learning experience in
which learners engaged in role-play to analyze, articulate,
and regulate their emotions. Through this inquiry-based
approach, learners demonstrated the profile attributes
of communicators by verbalizing their feelings, caring
by recognizing emotions in others, and reflective by
evaluating how emotions influence interactions.

The integration of play-based learning also provided
opportunities to reinforce mathematical reasoning in
a tangible and engaging manner. For instance, in our
exploration of geometric shapes, learners participated in
an experiential learning activity featuring Mr. Triangle,
a character designed to scaffold their understanding
of spatial awareness and shape recognition. Through
movement, collaborative discussions, and interactive
song-based engagements, learners identified and
classified triangular forms within their environment,
fostering thinking skills and heightening their ability to
make connections between abstract concepts and real-
world applications.

These experiences exemplify how play and drama support
the development of essential skills, including listening,
observing, self-management, and social interaction.
Learners formulated inquiries, exchanged perspectives,
and collaborated effectively—skills that are fundamental
for lifelong learning and agency.

By embedding drama and play into transdisciplinary units
of inquiry, we cultivate a holistic educational environment
where learners engage in authentic meaning-making
processes. These interactive experiences empower
children to become confident, expressive, and thoughtful
contributors to their learning communities, fostering
a foundation for continuous intellectual and personal
growth.

Mrs. Zeinab Bizri & Miss Manal Layla
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