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I. Description	of	the	Committee	
I.1 Committee	Objective:	
The International Center for Transitional Justice (ICTJ) 

works all around the world against violence and corruption. 

It aims to rebuild damaged countries and societies using the 

rule of law and justice, and it makes sure that faith and trust can be restored by 

organizing accountable institutions. The ICTJ also focuses on three aspects, justice, 

truth, and dignity and makes sure to hold accountable anyone or group that causes 

severe human rights violations. In addition to this, it makes sure that the younger 

generations are capable and encouraged to voice their opinions safely. Moreover, the 

ICTJ ensures that justice is implanted again in societies that were subject to 

violations. It also makes sure to secure the women’s role in achieving justice, retrieve 

faith in the law system, reduce conflicts as much as possible and create long-term 

solutions for them. 
 

In September 2015, the UN has implemented 17 sustainable development goals "to 

achieve a better and more sustainable future for all". The ICTJ has turned into a 

powerhouse fighting toward achieving the sustainable development goal 16, which is 

“peace, justice, and strong institutions”. The question now is, what has grabbed the 

eyes of the ICTJ towards implementing SDG 16 in Lebanon? The corruption and 

injustice found in Lebanon that is invading the Lebanese citizens’ life with different 

human rights violations have grabbed the attention of the ICTJ. After the massive 

Beirut Port explosion, the ICTJ has partnered and joined hands with 14 NGOs such as 

Arab NGO network, Act for the Disappeared, Centre for Lebanese studies, House of 

peace, and Lebanese Association for History that have demanded strongly and 

immediately the implementation of "accountability and non-sectarian political 

system" in Lebanon. 
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I.2 ICTJ’s	Background   	
For years, nations have been facing injustice, discrimination, and racism that resulted 

in massive human rights violations around the world. In March 2001, the ICTJ was 

established in New York and several other worldwide offices with the 

recommendation of Ford Foundation, and the main purpose behind the establishment 

of ICTJ is to enhance societies with strategies to end or 

decrease the human violations found throughout 

societies. Since 2001, ICTJ has worked, partnered, and 

contributed with more than 40 countries. It has become 

the spinal cord for the survivors or victims of the human 

rights violations for whom ICTJ has fought to gain back 

their rights and demands. On an international scale, 

ICTJ has worked and contributed in countries such as 

Syria, Colombia, Uganda, Tunisia, Congo, Rwanda, and 

Tanzania to support each with solutions to end conflicts; ICTJ has become a major 

player in ending the long running conflict in the Western Hemisphere. In conclusion, 

since its establishment, ICTJ has supported several countries to achieve peace and 

help several families regain their demands such as the Lebanese citizens who 

disappeared during the civil war. 
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II. Description	of	the	Topic	
II.1 What	is	transitional	Justice?   	
Since 2001, transitional justice that beholds multiple benefits and advantages such as 
regaining the rights of the victims became an active catalyst of change in major parts 
of the world. The transitional justice consists of “both judicial and non-judicial 
mechanisms” with the protection of the rights of the citizens as its major aim. In other 
words, transitional justice reduces the human rights violations and inequality found in 
a society. The vision found behind the transitional justice is to create barriers against 
the massive human rights violations and implement opportunities toward changing or 
transforming the “political systems and conflicts”. The transitional justice includes 4 
major pillars (ICTJ- main page):  
 

• Truth-Seeking: “Truth-seeking initiatives can play a powerful role in 
documenting and acknowledging human rights violations. Memory initiatives 
also contribute to the public understanding of past abuses. ICTJ’s Truth and 
Memory program seeks to advance the right to 
truth and provides support and advice to truth 
and memory initiatives worldwide.” In 
Lebanon, ICTJ has established a survey called 
"the people in Lebanon about their perceptions 
and expectations for truth and justice." Along 
with 14 NGOs, ICTJ requested the "credible, 
impartial, and independent investigation into 
the August 4 explosion" to expand the 
knowledge of the Lebanese nation toward the 
truth behind the explosion and the political leaders responsible of the massive 
explosion.  
 

• Prosecution Initiatives: “Those who commit crimes on a large or systematic 
scale should be held accountable. ICTJ’s Criminal Justice program seeks to 
strengthen criminal justice initiatives worldwide by providing technical 
assistance to those engaged in complex investigations and prosecutions and by 
sharing lessons learned from our field programs and research.” ICTJ has 
expanded its power in acquiring transitional justice through implementing 
prosecution strategies. What is the importance of prosecution? The 
prosecution strategies enhances or backups the criminal justice system in 
terms of massive numbers of crimes such as the victims of Beirut Port 
Explosion .  

 
 

• Reparations Program: “Reparations for victims of human rights violations 
are meant to recognize and address the harms suffered and acknowledge 
wrongdoing. ICTJ’s Reparative Justice program provides knowledge and 
comparative experience of reparations to victims' groups, civil society, and 
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policymakers worldwide.” According to ICTJ, reparations fill the victims with 
hope; in fact, reparations are recognized as the most sufficient way for victims 
receiving direct and "meaningful" way of justice. What are the different types 
of material reparations? Payment money, restoring civil and political rights, 
erasing unfair criminal convictions, physical rehabilitation, granting access to 
land, health care and education are the ways or paths used by ICTJ in terms of 
enhancing the victims with reparations. 

 
• Institutional Reform: “The reform of state institutions involved in human 

rights abuses can be an important transitional justice measure that promotes 
accountability and helps prevent the recurrence of violations. ICTJ provides 
expertise to ensure that institutional reforms—in societies recovering from 
atrocities and oppression—include a focus on justice for past abuses.” 
Reforms promote accountability. Along with those 14 non-governmental 
organizations, ICTJ sought to implement accountability in Lebanon as a result 
of the very obvious corruption. What are some of the justice-related measures 
in institutional reform? Vetting, structural reform, oversight, transforming 
legal frameworks, disarmament, demobilization, reintegration, and education 
are the justice-related measures taken by the institutional reform. 

 

It is worth noting that the transitional justice enhances females’ role in the society 
with value, implements the respect toward law, creates peace strategies, and enriches 
the governments with durable solutions toward their conflicts. 
 
In conclusion, to make the pillars active and meaningful: truth should be sought, 
justice should be achieved by prosecutions, rewards or compensations must be given 
and finally “guarantees of non-recurrence” should be given. When it comes to 
Lebanon, ICTJ has observed corruption and sought to establish Transitional Justice 
through assisting the "civil society actors" and "policymakers" working on the legacy 
of human rights violations caused by the ambitious Lebanese leaders.  
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III. Components	to	Achieve	Transitional	Justice 
International Center for Transitional Justice allows nations to reach a better state and 

improve by achieving transitional justice; which is an approach to human rights 

violations that provides justice to victims and enhancement of the political and justice 

system. Lebanon has a long way to go to turn its cloudy sky into a sunny one. In order 

for that to happen, transitional justice must occur on the 

Lebanese grounds; which is where judicial and non-

judicial mechanisms step in. Judicial mechanisms are 

processes called on or ordered by a court, while non-

judicial processes are processes that don’t involve a 

judge. These mechanisms consist of ICTJ’s four pillars 

mentioned above. They also shape transitional justice and 

open the doors for achieving it. ICTJ builds the bridge to a better law system by 

aiming to reserve the victims’ violated rights, making sure justice is served, and 

handing the truth to people. However, with Lebanon’s chaotic battle field, attaining 

these goals can be a challenge. Even though ICTJ works with local civil society and 

policymakers to pluck the roots of destruction and build a better future and country, 

they still have a long road ahead of them blocked by the walls of corruption and 

anarchy.  

 

IV. ICTJ	Role	and	Achievements	in	Lebanon 
Lebanon has been turning a blind eye on the human rights violations occurring in it 

without addressing it in a serious or transparent manner. ICTJ works on addressing 

the past, strengthening the rule of law, and providing assistance and advice to local 

civil society and policymakers in Lebanon who are working on Lebanon’s human 

rights violations, including forced disappearances. It also enables the local civil 

society and policymakers to press the government and lawmakers in order for them to 

take tangible steps and address the violations. As for what ICTJ has achieved till now, 

it worked on a multi-year project with its partners, “Addressing the Legacy of 

Conflict in a Divided Society”, to collect and map past violations, analyze the 

consequences of impunity on society, and survey the people in Lebanon about their 

perceptions and expectations for truth and justice. Moreover, it contributed to public 

understanding of the operations and work of the Special Tribunal for Lebanon (STL) 
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through workshops, public lectures, and a field trip for journalists. ICTJ also produced 

a handbook on the STL in 2008. It also has advocated for the establishment of a truth-

seeking procedure to address the enforced disappearances that occurred during the 

civil conflict. To that aim, ICTJ aided local actors, civic society, and families in their 

legal and public quests for truth, closure, and acknowledgment by publishing a report 

to help establish the framework for an impartial national commission for the missing 

and forcefully vanished. The report included substantive, operational, and budgetary 

recommendations tailored to the Lebanese context. Law 105 for the Missing and 

Forcibly Disappeared Persons was passed by Parliament in November 2018. The bill 

was based on a draft submitted to Parliament in 2014 by organizations representing 

missing persons' relatives and other stakeholders, including ICTJ. More recently, 

ICTJ's arts-based history-telling project “The War as I See It” invited Lebanese 

teenagers and young adults to consider how they view the civil war in the context of 

the country's past and present. These are some of the many achievements ICTJ 

accomplished in Lebanon, and many more are on the way to be achieved. 
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V. Subtopics:		
A. Limitation	of	freedom	of	expression	in	speech	for	journalists:		

Freedom of expression in speech for journalists allows them to voice their opinion and reflect 
the truth as it is, which creates transparency between the people and the government. 
Journalists enable communication between the government and the people which creates a 
society where people and government may share common grounds. Unfortunately, one of the 
human rights violations that occurs mostly in Lebanon is limiting the 
journalists’ freedom of speech. Journalists who expose too much 
about politicians get a lot of threats or end up disappearing or dead. 
An example of this is the recent murder of the Lebanese publisher, 
political activist, and commentator Lokman Slim, who was a free 
speaker and wasn’t afraid to speak his mind and criticize the political 
party, Hezbullah. Many journalists get death threats simply because 
they want to voice the truth and keep the citizens informed about what 
the government is doing or are criticizing a politician or a political 
party or its leader. The ICTJ works in Lebanon to ensure that the people and journalists can 
speak up and keep the citizens informed and updated on the government’s plans without any 
consequences and are given the right to know all the facts. Moreover, the ICTJ also makes 
sure that such or any human rights are not violated and that all human rights are provided and 
respected. 

B. Forms	of	corruption	that	lead	to	the	current	situation:	
Political parties and ambitious political leaders have chosen to drag their personal 
interests ahead from their national interests that led to several types of corruption in 
Lebanon. The massive destructions that resulted in stealing the rights of the Lebanese 
citizens have reflected the forms of corruption in different aspects. What is the main 
reason behind the lack of transparency in Lebanon? According to Anti-Corruption 
Resource Centre, political parties, public administration, parliament, and police reflect 
the most corrupted institutions in 
Lebanon. What are the forms of 
corruption in Lebanon? Political, grand, 
petty, and bureaucratic corruption are the 
forms of corruption in Lebanon. What are 
the sectors affected by corruption? 
Political parties, public administration, 
police, parliament, judiciary, and 
hydrocarbons. According to Trading 
Economics global Macro Models and 
Analysts Expectations, corruption rank in Lebanon will rapidly increase to reach 
143.00 by the end of 2021.  
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C. Dead	end	investigations: 
Despite the effort being exerted by ICTJ and various organizations, it took the 
government years to adequately and transparently address the missing and forcibly 
disappeared people, let alone launch the needed and proper investigations required in 
the matter. For example, the Beirut Port explosion has happened around a year and yet 
not one responsible party let out any useful news about the unfortunate event, and as 
heartbreaking as it is families are still trying to reach out to find truth behind the death 
of their beloved ones. With a lack of transparency and effectiveness of the process, 
the government is denying its people right to information, leaving families of the 
victims in the abyss. 

 
 

 

Note: feel free to add any subtopic 
you find suitable 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VI. Impact	of	Countries	on	Lebanon’s	Corruption			
 

• Lebanon: 
The lack of management by the Lebanese government have resulted in destroying 
parts of Beirut with the 3rd biggest explosion in the world, which is the Beirut Port 
Explosion, that resulted in 15 billion dollars in property damage, more than 200 dead, 
and thousands injured. The corruption in Lebanon has created painful consequences in 
different aspects of the country such as developing economic crisis. According to 
Borgen project, "Lebanon is the world's third most indebted nation". The 
consequences of corruption in Lebanon have created a lack of trust from the foreign 
countries. On August 9, 2020 “a global summit of donors authorized 298 million 
dollars" to enhance directly the living atmosphere of the Lebanese citizens. The blind 
ambitious leaders have resulted in corruption that stole the basic human rights of the 
Lebanese citizens and according to UNESCWA, for more than 55% of the Lebanese 
population is facing or "trapped" in poverty. The questions behind the corruption in 
Lebanon is how the foreign countries will establish solutions toward enhancing the 
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Lebanese citizens with aids. Is there hope in the Lebanese leaders in pushing their 
national interests ahead of their personal interests? Is the Akkar explosion the ring 
bell toward the end of corruption in Lebanon or is it a new shameful accomplishment 
done by the Lebanese politicians? 

• KSA: 
Saudi Arabia has supported Lebanon with political assistance and help, which has 
opened the door for Saudi Arabia to become a key player in Lebanon. To what extent 
has corruption affected the relationship between Saudi Arabia and Lebanon? On the 
11th of August 2021, Saudi Arabia has cleared its intentions and image toward 
assisting current or future government. In depth, Saudi Arabia has stated its generosity 
toward standing and helping the Lebanese people, but the assistance of Saudi Arabia 
will depend on to what extent the government is seeking serious changes. Did Saudi 
Arabia fail to create changes in Lebanon through history? On the 1st of August 2020, 
according to Arab News, Saudi Arabia has hoped to make a comeback in Lebanon, 
but unfortunately their bid failed to make or develop a new change toward the 
situation. How big is KSA’s role in determining the fate of Lebanon? Lebanon have 
been invaded with an economic crisis which requires the assistance of the Arab Gulf, 
and especially Saudi Arabia to provide a financial assistance and support to Lebanon. 
In conclusion, the corruption in Lebanon has created a lack of trust between Lebanon 
and Saudi Arabia whose officials stated that support depends on "ensuring that aid 
reaches its beneficiaries, and avoiding mechanisms that enable corrupt people from 
controlling the fate of Lebanon". 

• The Ministry of Finance: 
On September 9, 2020, according to Joyce Karam, the USA government has enriched 
the file of the ministry of finance in Lebanon with "sanctions and accusations" toward 
the former minister of finance Ali Hassan Khalil. What has pushed the USA to drop 
sanctions and allegations toward the former minister of finance? The USA officials 
have expanded the knowledge behind their sanctions through stating that there were 
"allegations of corruption" toward the former minister. The Treasury Department has 
opened the eyes through stating that the Ali Hassan Khalil "provided material to 
Hezbollah and engaged in corruption". The USA accused Ali Hassan Khalil, who 
served from 2014 till 2020 as the minister of finance, of being a hand in helping 
Hezbollah in moving money to "avoid sanctions". 

• Switzerland: 
On January 19, 2021 Switzerland has enhanced its stance toward the corruption found 
in Lebanon through developing serious actions such as the Swiss attorney general's 
office request for Lebanon for the green light toward developing assistance and 
investigation toward "aggravated money laundering and possible embezzlement tied 
to the Lebanese central bank". According to Daraj, on January 23, 2021 Switzerland 
has expanded the knowledge of the Lebanese nation toward to what extent it is ready 
to end or stop the corruption found in the central bank through freezing 400 million 
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dollars from Riad Salameh's bank account. How did Switzerland use its power to fight 
corruption in Lebanon? The Swiss legislator, Fabian Molina, has been "campaigning", 
so the Swiss authorities can act against the massive destruction caused by the 
selfishness of the Lebanese leaders. 

• France: 
With the tragic events that raided Lebanon’s firmament, be it the Beirut Port 
explosion, the humanitarian crisis, or other calamities that rained on Lebanon, France 
made sure to take action the moment the news hits its ears. France is known for its 
close alliance with Lebanon and the multiple visits of the French President, 
Emmanuel Macron, to Lebanon after the catastrophic crime, the August 4th explosion. 
Moreover, on December 2nd of 2020, France and the UN vowed to keep providing aid 
to Lebanon and urged the country’s leaders to form a new government. It’s also no 
secret that thanks to France, on the one-year anniversary of the traumatizing 
explosion, $370 million were raised in aid for Lebanon with the help of the 
international donor conference. However, during the conference, the French president 
mentioned the failure of the Lebanese politics saying “Lebanese leaders seem to bet 
on a stalling strategy, which I regret and I think is a historic and moral failure.” He 
also added “There will be no blank cheque for the Lebanese political system. Because 
it is they who, since the start of the crisis but also before that, are failing. All in all, 
France always provided aid and stretched out a helping hand when Lebanon was in 
need and is working on improving and enhancing it. 

• World Bank: 
Corruption has been erupting for years in Lebanon that attracted and created interest 
in some foreign countries and non-governmental organizations. The World Bank has 
been a part of the barriers against the corruption found in Lebanon. According to 
World Bank in 2020, the GDP growth "contracted" by 20.3% and the exchange rate is 
rapidly losing its value and the poverty rate is increasing rapidly. After the massive 
explosion at the Beirut port on August 4, 2020 the World Bank collaborated with the 
United Nations and European Union in establishing and developing a "Rapid Damage 
and Needs Assessment" to analyze the damages and the impact of the massive 
explosion, which was estimated between 3.8 to 4.6 billion dollars. In December 2020, 
the World Bank Group, European Union, and United Nations unleashed the 
"Recovery and Reconstruction Framework" to enhance Lebanon with a "short-term 
needs.” 

• USA: 
The USA is on top of the list of Lebanon’s greatest donors, with a donation of nearly 
$100 million in addition to humanitarian assistance on the one-year anniversary of the 
tragic August 4th crime. Since 2010, the United States of America has provided more 
than $2 billion in assistance to Lebanon’s economy and security and $4 billion total in 
foreign assistance. It was also providing Lebanon with donations throughout the years 
as it was also part of the international donor conference that secured $370 million in 
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aid for Lebanon. However, this assistance is headed directly to the direct beneficiaries 
due to worries of corrupted leaders.  
 

VII. TIPS:  
• Delegates are encouraged to extend their research and understand all facets of 

transitional justice. 
• Delegates should stay updated on latest developments regarding the August 4 

investigation and other linked topics. 
• Delegates are supposed to research and understand previous cases of the 

integration of transitional justice. 
• Delegates should research the lack of official data from the government and 

according to that provide necessary solutions to tackle the subject. 
• Delegates must recognize and easily analyze Law No. 105 to implement 

feasible reforms. 
• Delegates are supposed to take into consideration and acknowledge the five 

components of transitional justice and its applications in Lebanon. 
• Delegates should understand the impact transitional justice has on the reform 

and improvement of a country and its people. 
• Delegates are encouraged to look into the values of good governance and their 

incorporation to achieve transitional justice. 
• Delegates are urged to consider the economic impacts in discussing possible 

developments and improvements. 

VIII. Questions	to	Consider:	
• What has your representative achieved to hasten resolving the occurrences of 

massive human rights violations in Lebanon? 
• How could the ICTJ, along with other organizations, force the Lebanese 

government into justice? 
• What does your representative think regarding dead end investigations? How 

does it act to prevent such happenings? 
• What sort of resources does the government lack to achieve transitional 

justice? 
• What are the major obstacles found in Lebanon that should be tackled prior to 

integrating transitional justice? 
• How does your representative ensure that the rule of law is well respected and 

implemented in a nation? 
• What could be considered a milestone in achieving transitional justice in 

Lebanon? 
• How does your representative ensure youth engagement in the society? 
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IX. Legal	Annex	
This section provides a brief overview of the legal documents that are related to 
the process of the achievement of transitional justice in Lebanon. 

ü Law No 105: 
https://lcrs-politica.com/public/storage/attachment/105-2019-04-03-5ca4ce0 
 
 

ü Law 105 commissioners: 
https://www.ictj.org/news/step-closer-uncovering-fate-loved-ones-lebanon-forms-
commission-missing-and-forcibly 

 

ü Special Tribunal for Lebanon handbook: 
https://www.ictj.org/sites/default/files/ICTJ-Lebanon-STL-Handbook-2008-English. 
 
 

ü Yemeni draft on transitional law: 
http://www.peaceandjusticeinitiative.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/03/Yemeni-draft-
Transitional-Justice-Law.pdf 
 

tsConferences and Summi 

 chievement ofa This section provides a list of conferences and summits that tackled the
transitional justice in Lebanon 

ü Special Tribunal for Lebanon round tables: 
https://www.stl-tsl.org/en/outreach/activities 
 
 

ü Special Tribunal for Lebanon Pre-Trial: 
https://www.stl-tsl.org/en/about-the-stl/the-four-phases/pre-trial 
 
 

ü Research on the enforced and disappeared conference: 
http://www.rightsobserver.org/blog/conference-around-the-guidelines-on-the-
research-of-enforced-disappearances 
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X. Representatives:	
1. Commission for International Justice and Accountability (CIJA) 

2. France  

3. International Criminal Court (ICC)  

4. Iraq  

5. KSA  

6. Lebanon  

7. Ministry of Education & Higher Education  

8. Ministry of Finance 

9. Ministry of Information  

10. Ministry of Justice  

11. Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) 

12. Special Tribunal for Lebanon  

13. Switzerland 

14. United Nations Commission on Crime Prevention and Criminal Justice (CCPCJ). 

15. United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)  

16. United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund (UNICEF). 

17. USA 

18. World Bank 
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XI. Contact	Us	
Feel free to contact us on any of the following email addresses: 

® President: 

sereinakhalifeh@outlook.com  

® Chairpersons:  

talajouzou@hotmail.com  

ahmadelsoussi@gmail.com  
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