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I. Description of the Committee:  
The United Nations General Assembly third committee, also known as the 
Social, Humanitarian and Cultural Committee (SOCHUM), was founded by 
the end of WWII in 1945 in reaction to the establishment of the Universal 
Declaration on Human Rights (UDHR), and is based in New York. It is 
considered one of the six main branches of the United Nations and includes 
all 193-member states of the organization. All 193 members and non-member states can attend 
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the yearly meetings that take place between October and November. This committee addresses a 
range of social, cultural, and humanitarian issues and aims to protect and strengthen human 
rights internationally. To further elaborate, GA3 handles several critical issues relating to the 
development of fundamental freedom, encouraging the advancement of women, ensuring the 
protection of children, right to self-determination, and the treatment of refugees. 

II. Description of the Topic: 

 

 For years and years, the Lebanese have been suffering and struggling to 
provide their basic rights in a country with an overlapping and never-ending crisis. As the crisis 
worsens day after day, the Lebanese population has been living under miserable conditions: 
stuck in a stationary queue of cars waiting hours for fuel, searching in hundreds of pharmacies 
for medicine to survive, losing lives because of fuel shortage, skyrocketing food prices, and 
staying hours, if not days in darkness due to lack of electricity. For many people in Lebanon, 
whether they are Lebanese or refugees, the current economic crisis has exacerbated their 
vulnerability and their well-being. The Lebanese have been filling the streets, protesting, and 
raising their voices regarding the despondent situation; yet, their voices remain unheard! Here 
comes the relation between the chosen topic and the theme for this year’s MUN: “four legs or 
two; we speak for you”. To raise the Lebanese’s unheard voice, and to use our voices to help all 
those struggling to live in Lebanon, we decided to tackle the topic of the Lebanese crisis and 
shed the light on the devastating socio-economic situation that the Lebanese society has been 
going through. Aiming to make this country inclusive, safe, resilient, and develop social and 
economic sustainability, we decided to focus on SDG 11 “sustainable cities and communities” in 
our committee.  

     The toll on human livelihood in Lebanon is becoming harder and harder to ignore, the 
Lebanese economy is collapsing and the situation is dire. Long before the global pandemic 
occurred, Lebanon was already facing economic challenges leading to the current shattering and 
ominous situation that the country has been facing for more than a year now. By October 2019, 
citizens had had enough from the corrupt political regime, so hundreds of thousands of people 
from different regions filled the streets of Lebanon aiming to spark a fundamental political and a 
positive change in a country with an enduring and dwindling socio-economic crisis like no other; 
having more than 55% of its population falling below the poverty line, an unpromising economy, 
enormous amount of refugees, and unemployment. According to the World Bank, one-third of 
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businesses reduced their workforce by 60% between October 2019 and January 2020 increasing 
the unemployment rate in the country. In addition to all that, the global pandemic deteriorated 
the situation even more. When it seemed it couldn’t get any worse, it did! On the 4th of August 
2020, the Lebanese capital was shredded by the explosion of a large amount of ammonium 
nitrate in Beirut’s port, rocking the country as a whole and leaving hundreds dead, 7,500 injured, 
and 300,000 homeless, based on WHO’s statistics. This tragedy that has ensued losses with costs 
estimated at US$ 15 billion, worsened the dwindling socio-economic situation that the country 
has been facing.  Additionally, fuel shortage and electricity cuts that forced the Lebanese 
population to adapt in painful ways have affected every single sector in the country; flagging the 
ongoing crisis even more.  

Economic Depression   

 Lebanon had an already damaged economy where the imports entering the 
country exceed the number of exports which means having a damaged 
trading balance in addition to $93.40 billion US dollars in public debt as of 
2020. A certain amount of dollar liquidity needs to be found in the country 
to purchase such imports. The dollar shortage and the decreased liquidity 
have been predicted complications since before 2016, yet very short-term 
solutions have been applied by the Lebanese Central bank, leading to the 
much-complicated issue happening today. With the dollar rate being so 
unstable, and exceeding 20,000 L.L. as of July 2021, there is not a sector in 
Lebanon that hasn’t been affected where the damage has influenced the 
citizen’s lives immensely as food prices soared 400% by 2021. Many accumulated root causes 
resulted in reaching this point today such as decreased investments because of security issues, 
western position, mainly USA, of Hezbollah, and the slowing of remittances from the large 
foreign Lebanese population. The inflation rate has reached 147.55%, and the Lebanese currency 
that lost its value by 90% has collapsed; many solutions have been discussed, yet no action has 
been taken.    

 

August 4th Explosion 

One of the biggest non-nuclear explosions in history was recorded 
on August 4th 2020, in a country with a collapsing economy and 
facing a socio-economic crisis like no other. A large amount of Ammonium Nitrate exploded in 
the Port of Beirut at 6:07 PM, local time, causing billions of dollars in property damage and 
severe humanitarian, social, and economic destruction in the country which affected more than 
half of the area of Beirut. Looking into the physical destruction, the blast damaged buildings, 
infrastructure, harmed 163 schools, and 5 of the most conspicuous and largest hospitals in the 
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country. The tragedy shattered the country’s main entry point for goods imported by the sea, 
which covers 80% of Lebanon’s nautical shipping traffic. The explosion affected the country’s 
food supply, as it imports 85% of its food, and the port handled 70% of imported food. Grain 
silos, responsible for the only grain reserve in the country, were destroyed causing a loss of 
15,000 tons of grain, worsening the looming food crisis that had escalated and has continued to 
deteriorate in light of the economic crisis.  

III. Subtopics: 

A. Poverty and Unemployment: 
 Mustafa Dallal, 75, a Tripoli resident without income or a retirement 
pension, depends entirely on a local NGO, for his living. Sadly, 
remains Mustafa one of the millions in Lebanon struggling to live.  

Hit by a cataclysmic blast, economic depression, inflation, and daily spikes in covid-19 cases, 
Lebanon is handling the result of multiple shocks causing an unprecedented increase in poverty 
and unemployment rates. According to the World Bank, more than 55% of the Lebanese 
population has fallen below the poverty line and at least 25% of them into extreme poverty. 
Extended lockdowns that secured all non-essential factories in the country have cost industries 
more than $320 million due to lack of operation, leaving more than half of households with their 
income source reduced and 30% of them with their income source completely lost due to the 
restrictions taken. In fact, high unemployment, which is highly linked to the high suicidal and 
criminal conduct rates in the country, creates another severe societal problem. GDP growth fell 
by 20.3% in 2020, inflation hit triple digits, and the currency rate continues to depreciate; yet, 
salaries, in Lebanese Lira, have been losing their values with the minimum wage being reduced 
from $450 per month in 2019 to less than $33 in July 2020. The social 
consequences, which are currently severe, could become catastrophic; 
businesses are shutting down, a growing number of households are 
struggling for basic necessities; and, like poverty, unemployment is on 
the rise.  

B. Inflation and Food Security:  
 “Instead of eating three times a day, they would eat twice, but 
mostly they would go for cheaper options.” Nasser Yassin, professor 
of policy and planning at the American University of Beirut said. 
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Lebanon is on the brink of a hunger crisis; meat, chicken, and basic foodstuff have become 
luxuries that only few can afford. Food insecurity has become a major source of concern in 
Lebanon, which has been added to a list of the world's 20 worst hunger spots in need of 
urgent assistance, according to the FAO. The country’s deteriorated economy has left the 
population with risk of acute hunger and famine. The Lebanese Lira, which has been 90% 
devalued so far, has contributed in limiting the agricultural production and mobility of food 
in the country leading to an unimaginable and indescribable spike in basic food prices, and 
causing food prices to soar by 400% in 2021. Additionally, according to a study conducted 
by UNICEF in July 2021, over 30% of children slept hungry and skipped meals in June 
2021, and 77% of households did not have enough money to buy basic food. In Syrian 
refugee households, the figure reaches 99%. The fuel shortage, has even forced private 
generators owners, used by the Lebanese for decades, to switch 
off for hours to conserve diesel. It has been risking food security 
even more in which bakeries and supermarkets warn they might 
have to shut their doors.   

C. Medical Sector in Lebanon: 
The 10-month-old child, Joury al-Sayyed, is one of the countless 
victims of the poor health sector and medicine shortage in Lebanon. 
Her family and numerous Lebanese families' only fault is living 
under the government of this country; suffering from the 
consequences of its failure to supply them with their most basic 
needs. “Healthcare has been deteriorating in Lebanon for the past 10 
years. But now, it is crumbling” is how Dr. Obeid chose to describe 
the situation. Whether it is the employees in the sector leaving the 
country to find a better standard of living, the medicine shortage 
because of the instability of the currency, or the pandemic that has 
shown no signs of ending anytime soon, the healthcare system 
currently is worse than during the 1975-90 civil war. More than 1,000 registered doctors have 
left and 50% of nurses have emigrated, and they are not to blame where their earned wages do 
not cover their necessities anymore with the inflation the country is going through. This 
increased inflation is due to the lack of foreign currency which has also led to shortage of drugs, 
healthcare equipment and medical tools since 80% of Lebanese goods are imported. This put 
patients' lives in fatal danger and has led the Lebanese citizens to go around searching in panic in 
a million pharmacies or medical centers for a needle or one pill in order to survive, especially 
citizens with chronic illnesses. Some hospitals have turned patients away for the lack of 
antibiotics or anesthetics which makes them unable to perform the simplest procedures. Kidney 
dialysis as well as many other treatments are also not easy to carry out because of the electricity 
shortage where private generators, with what they rely on with the small amount of main 
electricity, are switching off. This makes it harder to adapt especially with a pandemic still 
taking place. 
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D. Education in Lebanon:  
"Education of thousands of children in Lebanon is hanging by a 
thread. And a large number of children may never get back into 
a classroom either because they have missed so much learning 
already or because their families can't afford to send them to 
school" said Lebanon's country director, Jennifer Moorehead.  

Education in Lebanon has been hit hard by the financial crisis 
and the Covid-19 pandemic. The sector’s structural weaknesses were brought to the surface by 
the shift to online learning. In fact, teachers, parents, and students were left on their own to 
struggle through the school year; this affected the poorest segments of society, as well as parents 
and teachers with fewer technical skills to educate children. At least 1.2 million children across 
Lebanon have had their education disrupted for more than one year, with many having last 
attended school in October 2019, following protests and civil unrest. Additionally, the lack of 
resources to pay teachers’ salaries has exacerbated the lack of access to education for some of the 
most vulnerable children. Moreover, the country’s economic crisis, that has made around 60% of 
parents poor, has made private school tuition unaffordable for many of them, causing over 
40,000 children to switch to public schools, leading to the flood of students, and leaving 
thousands of them waiting for a seat in schools that can only welcome a few of them. This adds 
pressure on the Lebanese public school system and contributes in reducing the number of Syrian 
and Palestinian refugee children able to enroll in second shift classes. Furthermore, Ziad Baroud, 
a lawyer for the Private School Teachers Union pointed out that at least 3,000 teachers were 
dismissed from their jobs and about 10,000 were receiving half or no pay in 2020. 

E. Social Classes in Lebanon:   
The poor and the lower-middle class in Lebanon are in urgent need of 
commercial support. They are the worst-hit by the economic crisis 
and can’t even afford basic necessities. In fact, salary cuts, dollar 
shortage, skyrocketing prices, and unemployment have pushed 
middle-income earners towards poverty and caused dramatic changes 
in their standards of living. According to Adib Nehme, former 
regional adviser for sustainable development at the UN Economic 
and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA), the relative impact of the crisis was 
strongly felt by the middle class, and especially its lower tier, than even by those living in 
poverty. “We considered that this stability supported our lives and supported our future. But now 
for the first time I feel that I'm mentally tired, my family is tired, and there is no future.” 
Marwan, an employee who is part of Lebanon’s strained middle class, has briefly described the 
effect of the crisis on them. Additionally, Roy Badaro, a Lebanese economist, said that the 
middle class that encompasses 65% of the Lebanese population is collapsing and has lost 
approximately two-thirds of its purchasing power, and is almost disappearing amidst the current 
crisis; this leads to social disruption and risks social advancement. The ongoing economic storm 
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has put the Lebanese in a situation where they are paying higher prices for basic goods while 
being paid dwindling salaries, which puts the Lebanese lifestyle and financial stability in a new 
stage, not seen in decades. As a matter of fact, it is a must to shed light on Tripoli residents, the 
ones struggling to live the most, in which long before the crisis, 60% of them earned a dollar a 
day and resisted to maintain a dignified life.  

Note: Feel free to add any subtopic you find suitable 

IV. Main countries histories:  
 

 France: 

France, the former colonial power, has taken the lead in coordinating international response and 
hosting aid conferences after the devastating Beirut port explosion, where aid was made on anti-
corruption measures. France has been urging the establishment of an independent technocratic 
government that may implement reforms in the country, negotiate with the International 
Monetary Fund, and enable the release of billions of dollars of international aid. French president 
Emmanuel Macron, has visited Beirut twice since the explosion, and has announced the creation 
of a fund handled by the World Bank, the UN, and the EU to provide support for Lebanon. On 
his second visit on the 31st of August 2020, he gave Lebanese politicians a time frame of 15 days 
to form a new government to replace the caretaker government of Hassan Diab. However, a year 
later, Diab still serves as a caretaker prime minister which made France express frustration over 
the failure of Lebanese leaders to end a political crisis that has been taking place for years, 
forcing the EU and France to seek to set sanctions on Lebanese politicians. Additionally, the 
French ambassador to Lebanon, Bruno Foucher delivered a “concept paper” to Lebanese leaders 
in 2020 that included examining the Central Bank, forming a government capable of reforms, 
concluding an impartial investigation of the Beirut explosion, and holding an early parliamentary 
election.   

 United States of America (USA):  

The year 2006 was a conflict between so-called Israel and Hezbollah in which Hezbollah won to 
protect Lebanon from Israel; but since then, the United States has listed Hezbollah as a terrorist 
organization. In fact, the depreciation of the value of the Lebanese lira is the result of many 
reasons, including the sanctions that the US imposed on political figures in Hezbollah and its 
members which affected the Lebanese economy negatively. Additionally, the United States has 
imposed sanctions on other politicians allied with Hezbollah as the president of the free patriotic 
movement, Gibran Bassil, who mismanaged a lot of ministries such as the ministry of energy. As 
a matter of fact, the United States’ pressure, in the form of sanctions and the increased scrutiny 
of Lebanon’s financial system, has contributed in the country’s financial collapse. In addition to 
the sanctions that Washington has imposed on Syria and Iran that have affected Lebanon by 
severing the country from regional trading partners. When it comes to covid-19, the United 
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States has contributed in battling the virus by sending vaccines manufactured in the US such as 
Pfizer vaccines. The US has also sent an FBI team including international investigation teams to 
study the reason for the Beirut explosion. Furthermore, President Joe Biden announced on the 4th 
of August 2021 that the US will give nearly $100 million in additional humanitarian aid to 
Lebanon.  

 Syria: 

With the war winding down in Syria ever since 2011, Lebanon has been acting as an economic 
supporter for Syria which contributed in Lebanon’s economic collapse. Over the last few years, 
Lebanon supplied Damascus with subsidized oil, fuel, and flour, deteriorating the country’s 
already decreasing foreign currency investments. Furthermore, subsidized products in Lebanon 
such as food, medicine, and fuel have been smuggling across the borders to Syria in a massive 
scale, deteriorating the looming socio-economic crisis and worsening the fuel shortage in the 
country. According to the World Bank, in 2010, 3.1% of Syria’s exports, amounting to 
roughly $375 million, went to Lebanon; yet, the Syrian war has disrupted the Lebanese-Syrian 
border trade and pushed more than 1 million refugees to Lebanon. As Lebanon hosts the largest 
number of Syrian refugees per capita, with 1.5 million Syrian refugees as of 2020, facing 
poverty, political instability, and an economic crisis like no other, Syrian refugees in Lebanon 
struggle to live in which 90% of them are living in extreme poverty as of 2021, according to the 
World Bank. In fact, the influx of Syrian refugees to Lebanon, a country facing multiple crises, 
has negatively impacted the Lebanese economy and has affected the life of displaced Syrians.   

 Iran: 

Iran and Lebanon have been states with reciprocal relationships ever since the Iranian revolution 
(1979) through its Shiite community, the largest of their 18 sects. Hezbollah has always been the 
interlocutor with the Lebanese state and been used as an instrument to further deepen its relations 
and connections in the Middle East by Iran. Iran has poured billions of dollars and tons of 
increasingly sophisticated weaponry into Hezbollah. The connection made with Hezbollah also 
comes from the motive of threatening Israel and the US which have been long term enemies and 
still challenge each other to this day not only affect the region of the middle east as a whole but 
Lebanon especially with its political dynamics and geographical location. However, regardless of 
the increased power, this might give the party, this doesn’t only challenge the Lebanese 
sovereignty but also makes it go under the consequences of the international issues Iran might 
have such as the United States’ sanctions on Iran and political figures in Hezbollah, the party 
allied with Iran, which puts Lebanon in additional economic instability and political issues. In 
addition, there is also the Iranian guidance on Syria which has led to many effects including the 
challenged independence and sovereignty of Lebanon for the geographical links shared. 
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V. Tips, Questions to consider, Suggested sites:  
A. Questions to consider:  

 What are any actions that your country has done in response to the ongoing Lebanese 
crisis? What is your country willing to do to solve this issue? 

 What has your country done on the international level? Has your country attended any 
international conference(s) to aid and support Lebanon? 

 What are some steps that your country can take to ensure transparency in the 
implementation of any reform/response plan in Lebanon? 

 How can your country contribute in the formation of any reforms that may rescue the 
country on the long and short-term? 

 In what ways has your country contributed to the response after the Beirut port 
explosion?  

 How can local NGOs be part of the creation and implementation of a rescue plan in the 
country?  

 To what extent can other UN organs help, in cooperation with GA3, to fully solve the 
ongoing crisis in all its aspects? 
 

B. Tips:  

‐ Use credible resources. 
‐ Gather the most recent, up-to-date information you can find.  
‐ Stay in character. Keep representing your country’s position and not your own. 
‐ Be creative in suggesting a solution yet rational with respect to the countries’ 

capabilities. 
‐ Come up with debatable questions.  
‐ Remain active during the conference. 
‐ Arm yourself with your research and deep knowledge about the topic at hand.  
‐ Avoid plagiarism. 
‐ Be aware of your country’s allies and enemies.  
‐ Be aware of the flow of debate and rules of procedure.  
‐ Read the delegate’s guide carefully.  
‐ Have fun.  

C. Suggested Sites: 
1. The World Bank: Lebanon Sinking into One of the Most Severe Global Crises Episodes, 

amidst Deliberate Inaction https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-
release/2021/05/01/lebanon-sinking-into-one-of-the-most-severe-global-crises-episodes 
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2. United Nations: Around 1.5 million Lebanese in need, top UN humanitarian official there 
warns https://news.un.org/en/story/2021/06/1094002 

3. Human Rights Watch: Lebanon Events of 2020 https://www.hrw.org/world-
report/2021/country-chapters/lebanon 

4. The Tahrir Institute for Middle East Policy: Foreign Aid to Lebanon: Goodwill Marred 
by Smoke and Mirrors https://timep.org/commentary/analysis/foreign-aid-to-lebanon-
goodwill-marred-by-smoke-and-mirrors/ 
 

VI. Countries Represented: 
 

Africa  Algeria  
Egypt  
Libya 

Asia Afghanistan  
Bahrain 
Bangladesh  
China 
India 

Iran  
Iraq 
Japan 
Jordan 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia  
North Korea  
Qatar 
South Korea  
Syria 
Turkey 
UAE 

Europe  Belgium  
Denmark  
Finland  
France 
Germany 
Greece  
Italy 
Russia  
Spain  
Sweden  
United Kingdom 

South America Brazil 
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Venezuela 

North America  Canada  

USA 
Oceania Australia  

VII. Contact Us: 

 Raneem Salem: st.raneem.salem@mak-hhhs.edu.lb 

 Mariam Saad:  st.mariam.saad@mak-hhhs.edu.lb 

 Reem Ghazawi: st.reem.ghazzaoui@mak-hhhs.edu.lb  

 Ali Markiz: st.Ali.Markiz@mak-hhhs.edu.lb  
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