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“The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by the way its animals are 
treated." 

~ Mahatma Gandhi 
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I. Description	of	the	Committee:	
The Farm Animal Welfare Committee (FAWC) substituted the Farm Animal Welfare Council 
which was an independent advisory body established in 1979. It was later renamed to the Animal 
Welfare Committee (AWC) on the 1st of October, 2019 which is a working committee 
established under Section 39 of the National Health and Medical Research Council Act 1992. 

The Animal Welfare Committee aims to ensure the well-being of animals and improve their 
living conditions. The Animal Welfare Committee's activities are guided by the Animal Welfare 
Principles of the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) and are aimed at achieving 
the AVMA's strategic goals and objectives for animal welfare, as set out by AVMA leadership. 
AWC seeks to proactively identify and prioritize animal welfare concerns and opportunities, 
critically evaluate related information from individuals and groups internal and external to the 
AVMA, and thirdly, use that information to determine which issues fall within the role and 
influence of veterinary medical professionals and what actions or activities may be appropriate 
responses to those animal welfare concerns and opportunities. 

This committee falls under the SDGs 14 and 15, “Life below Water” and “Life on Land” 
respectively. The former has several targets with the most important one being deterring 
overfishing and marine pollution to provide animals underwater with a safe environment to exist. 
The latter, on the other hand, contains twelve targets that generate actions to protect and restore 
“Life on Land”, such as taking urgent action to end poaching and trafficking of protected species 
of flora and fauna and addressing both demand and supply of illegal wildlife products. 
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II. Description	of	the	Topic:	
Animal welfare refers to an animal's quality of life, which includes how well it is dealing with its 
current position and surroundings. Human-animal connections have an impact on animal 
welfare, and it is humans’ responsibility to ensure that all animals are treated humanely, 
responsibly, and with respect. Animal welfare is essential since numerous animals are utilized 
for entertainment, food, medicine, fashion, scientific development, and as exotic pets all around 
the world. Every animal is entitled to a happy existence that includes the advantages of the Five 
Domains. Hence, according to the 'Five Freedoms' principle, an animal's welfare is ensured when 
the FAWC’s five conditions are met: 

 Nutrition – factors that involve the animal’s access to sufficient, balanced, varied, and 
clean food and water.  

 Environment – factors that enable comfort through temperature, substrate, space, air, 
odour, noise, and predictability.  

 Health – factors that enable good health through the absence of disease, injury, 
impairment with a good fitness level.  

 Behavior – factors that provide varied, novel, and engaging environmental challenges 
through sensory inputs, exploration, foraging, bonding, playing, retreating, and others.  

 Mental State – by presenting positive situations in the previous four functional domains, 
the mental state of the animal should benefit from predominantly positive states, such as 
pleasure, comfort, or vitality while reducing negative states such as fear, frustration, 
hunger, pain, or boredom. 

The idea of the "Five Freedoms" provides a highly helpful and practical approach to the study of 
welfare. It has also served as the foundation for a number of animal protection regulations in the 
European Union and elsewhere. However, despite its obvious use, it has two flaws. For starters, 
it might be overly general at times. Second, some of the five freedoms overlap in certain 
aspects. To address these issues, a variety of methods based on the same principles have been 
offered. The concept of assessing animal welfare made by the Welfare Quality® initiative is 
particularly noteworthy. 

Because we chose to speak for those who are often left behind due to their inability to express 
their sufferings, a priority must be given to tackling the topic of globalization of animal welfare. 
Animals are voiceless creatures that can’t defend themselves, only a few take action to help 
them. Think of them, Care for them, and most importantly, Speak for them. 
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III. Subtopics:	
Below are suggested subtopics that the Dais members encourage you to discuss, however note 
that you can decide on other related subtopics if you can come up with any. 

A. Animal	Experimentation:	
More than 100 million animals, including mice, rats, frogs, dogs, cats, rabbits, hamsters, guinea 
pigs, primates, fish, and birds, are slaughtered in laboratories each year for biology courses, 
medical training, curiosity-driven experiments, and 
chemical, drug, food, and cosmetics testing. Animals in 
labs are robbed of everything natural and vital to them, in 
addition to the anguish of the experiments—they are 
confined to barren cages, socially isolated, and mentally 
scarred. The animals employed in studies are handled as if 
they were disposable laboratory equipment. The majority 
of animal experiments performed nowadays are not mandated by law. Indeed, a number of 
nations have banned the testing of some consumer items on animals, such as cosmetics testing 
restrictions in the European Union, India, New Zealand, Norway, and others. 

 

B. Factory	Farming	and	Clothing:	
Factory farming and clothing industries aim to enlarge their output through minimizing costs 
always at the animals’ expense by leaving animals in harsh confinement, unsanitary conditions 
and in the absence of veterinary care or proper nutrition. According to PETA approximately 85% 
of fur comes from animals living in confined fur factory farms. In addition, animals in factory 
farms reproduce and get slaughtered for their fur for fast fashion along with the most common 
farmed fur breading animals are minks, foxes followed by many more. Hence, after all the 
torture that the animals suffer from during factory farming, they’re using skin, wool, fur, and 
many other parts of the animals’ bodies to produce clothing for humans. Wearing what’s taken 
from those animals is considered inhumane, but in a way or another what you do comes back to 
you because these clothing pieces might cause Dermal absorption, and employees working in 
these hazardous factories are exposed to high levels of toxic chemicals which might lead to fatal 
diseases. 

C. Endangered	Species:	
An endangered species is one that has dwindled in numbers to the point of extinction. When a 
species suffers from the following causes, it is classified as endangered or threatened: destruction 
to its environment for recreational or entertainment purposes; disease or predation of the species; 
and threats to the species' ongoing existence. After several years of no sightings, a species is 
proclaimed extinct. Because it takes so long to declare an entire species extinct, it's likely that 
many species have already died out that we're not aware of. Habitat loss, exotic species 
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introduction, and global warming are all placing 99 percent of currently endangered species in 
jeopardy. Endangered species were given greater protections in 2004 when nations committed to 
improve wildlife management, combat illicit trafficking, and update trade laws for a wide range 
of plant and animal species, according to the United Nations environment agency. Actions and 
agreements need still be made and maintained since 30 to 50 percent of all species may be on the 
verge of extinction by the middle of the century. 

D. Habitat	Loss	and	Climate	Change:	
Climate change has a huge impact on the loss of animals’ habitat. Temperature is the main factor 
of which mostly affects the habitat of animals. Temperature has caused chaos and danger for 
animals such as ice melting, rise of sea levels, melting of sea ice, and taking food away from 
animals. Due to the huge amount of carbon dioxide, the 
change of the chemical composition affects food, and the 
dangers of climate change such as melting ice and the rise of 
sea levels has made animals suffer trying to find another 
habitat to live in. Polar bears, tigers, green sea turtles, and 
pandas are the most affected animals by climate change. 
Gladly, the defenders of wildlife have set an action to 
prevent habitat loss for animals due to climate change. 
These defenders have been working with agencies and 
mangers to develop safe and constructive solutions for 
animals. Their plans are used by the best available science to see how threats of ecosystems are 
expected to face.  

E. Ivory	Trade:	
In the nineteen hundreds, shooting elephants in the safari was a hype to produce combs, piano 
keys, and pool balls. By 1930, the United States was consuming two hundred tons of ivory per 
year, and Africa’s elephants decreased to ten million. Unfortunately, 
by 1979, only 1.3 million elephants were left and the number 
decreased to six hundred elephants in 1989. One year later it was 
banned world wild, where the amount of elephants rebounded till one 
million. However, in 1999 and 2008, due to pressure from countries 
in Asia and southern Africa, the Convention on International Trade 
in Endangered Species (CITES) allowed two sanctioned sales of 
ivory.  
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IV. Countries’	Histories:	
 

 United Kingdom: 

Britain has a long history of being a world leader in animal welfare. UK has passed the first 
animal welfare law and founded the first animal welfare charity. Replacing and consolidating the 
Animal Protection Act of 1934, the Animal Abandonment Act of 1960, and more than 20 
previous pieces of law, the Animal Welfare Act of 2006 is the most recent animal welfare law. 
The legislation imposed harsher penalties for both cruelty and carelessness and established a 
duty of care for pet owners to supply their pets with the necessities. World Animal Protection 
gave the United Kingdom a grade A in terms of law and policy commitment to protecting and 
promoting animal welfare. However, in their 2020 index, it was downgraded to a B.  

 Germany: 

The first independent German Animal Welfare Act was enacted in 1933. It was replaced in 1972 
by the German Animal Welfare Act which took over essential 
necessities from the Nazi legislation. The core principle of the 
Animal Welfare Act is: “No one may cause an animal pain, 
suffering or harm without good reason”. The most recent extensive 
amendment of the Animal Welfare Act came into force on 13 July, 
2013. Regarding animal experimentations, most of the changes 
made in the amendment were issued by the European Parliament in 
2010.  

 United States of America: 

It first started in 1886 when Henry Bergh has founded the American society for preventing 
cruelty to animals. In 1963, the national institutes of health have 
set guidelines to protect the use of lab animals. Two years later, 
the American Association for Accreditation of Laboratory 
Animals was founded to uniform animal-care standards. 
Moreover, in 1985, the congress demanded mandating the 
procedures of minimizing the pain of animals by using 
appropriate drugs for animals. Last but certainly not least, in year 
2007, President George Bush signed the Animal Fighting Prohibition act. 
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V. Tips,	Questions	to	Consider,	Suggested	Sites:	
A. Questions	to	Consider:	

 What are some short- and long-term solutions? 

 Has your country done any action in the past on a national and international scale regarding 
the topic? 

 What is your country willing to contribute in order to reach a solution? 

 Does your country have the capabilities (economic, financial, political...) to help? 
 

				B.		Tips:	
- Use credible resources. 
- Gather the most recent, up-to-date information you can find.  
- Stay in character. Keep representing your country’s position and not your own. 
- Be creative in suggesting a solution yet rational with respect to the countries’         
            Capabilities. 
- Come up with debatable questions.  
- Remain active during the conference. 
- Arm yourself with your research and deep knowledge about the topic at hand.  
- Avoid plagiarism. 
- Be aware of your country’s allies and enemies.  
- Be aware of the flow of debate and rules of procedure.  
- Read the delegate’s guide carefully.  
- Have fun. 

C.		Suggested	Sites:		
• Animal Welfare Council: Welfare vs. Rights 

https://www.animalwelfarecouncil.org/?page_id=16 

• FAWEC: What Is Animal Welfare 

https://www.fawec.org/en/fact-sheets/28-general-welfare/106-what-is-animal-welfare 

 

• World Animal Protection: What Is Animal Welfare and Why Is It Important? 

https://www.worldanimalprotection.org.nz/news/animal-welfare-and-why-important 

• NHMRC: Animal Welfare Committee 

https://www.nhmrc.gov.au/about-us/leadership-and-governance/committees/animal-welfare-
committee 

• AVMA: Animal Welfare Committee (AWC) 
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https://www.avma.org/resources/animal-health-welfare/animal-welfare-committee-awc 

• Gov.uk: Animal Welfare Committee (AWC) 

https://www.gov.uk/government/groups/animal-welfare-committee-awc 

 

 

VI. Countries	Represented:	
  

Africa Nigeria 
Algeria 
Egypt 
Ethiopia 
Morocco 

Asia India 
Philippines 
Japan 
South Korea 
North Korea 
China 
Thailand 
Turkey 
Vietnam 
Iran 
Lebanon  

Europe Switzerland 
United Kingdom 
Denmark 
Germany 
Sweden 
France 
Italy 
Spain 
Romania 
Ukraine 
Russia 
Belgium 

South America Brazil 
Peru 
Argentina 
Colombia 
Chile 
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Venezuela 
North America Canada 

Mexico 
United States 

Oceania New Zealand 
Australia 

  

 

VII. Contact	Us:	
 

A. Presidents: 
1. President (1): Tala Sakka 

tala.sakka4@gmail.com 

2. President (2): Cyrielle Koujou 

cyriellekoujou2004@gmail.com 

B. Chairpersons: 
1. Chair (1): Nancy Abu Zainab 

nancy.abuzainab@gmail.com 

2. Chair (2): Lara Kobrosly 

larakobrosli1@outlook.com 
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